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PROPOSA L 


FOR 


Obliging all foreign NaTions to con- 
tribute to the Support of the Brizifþ 
navy, by a Duty upon the Proviſions 
of Ireland, without the leaſt Diſad- 
vantage to that Kingdom, and to 
the great Advantage of the Brizti/h 
Commerce. | | 
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A 3 
PROPOSAL 
| FOR | 
Preventing the Clandeſtine Ex- 

8 of WOOL from 
RELAND. 


bs ar inſufficiency of penal laws for 
J preventing the clandeſtine export- 
ation of wool from Ireland, evinces the 
neceſſity of ſome other meaſure more 
conducive to that end. A great variety 
of expedients have been propoſed to the 
public; but all of them clogged, either 
with Difficulties to the manufacturers, 
or with great expence to the govern- 
ment: whereas the plain obvious me- 
thod of preventing the clandeſtine ex- 
portation of wool from Treland, with- 
out any ſuch inconvenience, is to per- 
mit the Iriſb to manufacture their wool, 
A 3 and 


(2) 
and to export thoſe manufactures to all 
foreign markets: for, as the profit, gained 
by the manufacture, is fx times greater 


. 


than the value of woot, when at a good 


price; fo it will be for ever the general 
intereſt of the Jriſh, to reap that profit 
themſelves, rather than transfer it to fo- 
reigners. And if the Triſh are permit 
ted to export thoſe manufactures to all 
foreign markets, there will be ſuch a 
conſtant demand for them, as muſt con- 
ſume the wool of Ireland, leaving no 
ſurplus for clandeſtine exportation. Be- 


ſides, when great numbers of the peo- 


ple of Ireland acquire a comfortable, 
and conſtant maintenance, by the ma- 
nufacture of wool, the clandeſtine ex- 
portation of it muſt become impracti- 
cable; becauſe the manufacturers, in 
every place, will be guards or watch- 
men, always in readineſs to prevent an 


illicit practice, ſo ruinous to themſelves 


and families. Nor can the land holder 
be tempted to the hazards of a elandeſ- 
tine exportation of his wool, while it 
bears a reaſonable price at home (as it 
ever will) by the conſtant demand of 


manufacturers. But 
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Hut it may be objected, that if the 
Fl riſh are permitted to export their wool- 
len goods, made ſo much cheaper than 
thoſe of Greai- Britain, the latter cans 
not be fold; while any of the former 
are fit foreign markets. Howevef plau- 
fible this objection may appear at firſt 
fight 3 yet upon examination, it will be 
found of little weight. For, it is al- 
lowed; on all hands, that the cauſe 6 
decay bf our woollen trade is owing 
principally to the rivalſhip of France, 
ſupported ſolely by the Ir: and Britiſb 
_ wool clandeſtinely exported. Now, if 
it be true, (as every one ſeems to allow) 
that the French require One pack of our 
wool, to work up two packs of their 
wool ; then it follows neceſſarily, that 
by preventing the clandeſtine exportation 
bf our wool, we ſhall put an end to the 
tivalſhip of Frante ; and conſequently, 
it Ireland ſhould ſupply foreign markets 
with one third of the quantity which 
France now furniſhes, Great-Britain 
will enjoy the other two thirds, which 
alone will be a valuable increaſe of its 
woollen trade. A 4 However 
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| (4) 
However, to remove all Fears or jea- 
louſies of Ireland, let its woollen manu- 


factures be ſubject by law, to ſuch a 


duty upon exportation to foreign mar- 
kets, as may raiſe the prime coſt of each 
ſpecies, to a par with the like kinds 
of Briti/h-make. And let all ſums of 
money, ariſing by thoſe duties, be appli- 
ed, by direction of the admiralty, to 


building docks, ſtore-houſes, magazines, 


and other naval conveniencies at Xinſale, 
for the reception and reparation of thoſe 


. ſhips of war, which may at any time be 


ſtationed there. 
Ireland cannot grudge ſuch a duty, 


in conſideration of an allowed com- 


merce upon equal terms with the mo- 


ther country. 


1. Becauſe the money ariſing from 


thence, will t be drawn out of that 


kingdom; but be applied directly to 


the employment of their own people, in 


refiting ſhips of war, &c. and nothing 
can be more reaſonable, than that Ire- 


land ſhould bear a ſmall part of the ex- 
pence of the Britiſb navy, upon which 


it's 


(5) 

its ſafety depends in ſome meaſure, and 
the ſecurity of its commerce abſolutely. 

2. Becauſe the dire& exportation of 
Triſh woollen manufactures to Portugal, 
Spain, &c. will bring returns of bulli- 
on, with wine, and other commodities, 
not interfering with thoſe of Ireland : 
and by that means an effectual ſtop will 
be put to the French trade, which is the 
molt pernicious of all others; becauſe it 
ſupplies no money, nor any thing, but 
brandy, claret, ſilks, or other producti- 
ons, directly interfering with the gene- 
ral intereſt of that kingdom. 
3. When, by this trade, the wines 
of nee and Spain are introduced 
into Ireland, plentifull enough to ſup- 
ply the place of ſmall unwholſome cla- 
ret, (as rum from our own colonies may 
that of brandy) the French muſt of ne- 
ceſſity pay caſh or bullion for beef, but- 
ter, pork, tallow, &c. which they want 
for their navy and colonies, to the great 
increaſe of the riches of Ireland, and 


proportionate diminution of the wealth 
and commerce of Fance. 


But 


(6) 
But it may be alledged, that French 
policy will always find means of getting 
at 17; wool by clandeſtine exportation, 
even though it ſhould coſt thrice more 
than our home market can afford. Not 
to repeat the proofs already given againſt 
this ſuggeſtion, let it be admitted, for 
argument ſake, that the French may get 


at ſome of out wool, by giving an ex- 
orbitant price for it; yet, the quantity 


muſt be very inconſiderable, when it 


becomes the general intereſt of an whole 


nation to prevent the clandeſtine exporta- 


tion of it. And as the objection ſup- 


poſes, a great price muſt be given for 
what is procured, that alone will enhance 
the prime coſt of French woollen manu- 
factures; ſo that we may cope with 
them upon better terms at foreign mar- 
kets, than at preſent, 

From theſe conſiderations, it appears 


evidently, as much for the intereſt of 


Britain as Ireland, to permit the ex= 
portation of its woollen manufactures to 


all foreign markets, upon condition of 


paying ſuch duties as are above mentio- 
ned. 
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ned. But there are other reaſons pecus 

liar to Great Britain, in favour of that 
meaſute ; fot, as the propoſed duties 
are to be app lied to the fo aſe 
Britiſh — ſo much wi be ſaved int 
the general tax of this kiri gdom. And 


as J. —— muſt be inricked by this 


means, at the expente of France; fo, 
in effect, thoſe riches become acceſſions 
of wealth and power to the mother coun- 
try, with the extenſion of its own wool- 
len trade, upon the ruin of its moſt pow 
erful rival in that reſpet. 

Let every impartial man judge, whe- 
ther this fimple ſcheme is not more eaſy 
and practicable, and leſs hinderance to 
the woollen manufacturers, than the 
method by regiſtry of wool ; for, that 


is liable to a thouſand abuſes, delays, 


and extortions, and muſt put the go- 
vernment to great expence in collectors 
and warehouſes ; while this will pro- 
duce a conſiderable revenue, in aid of 
thoſe ſupplies which are neceſſary for 
ſupporting the royal navy, 


The 


(8 ). 
be other method propoſed, for en- 


courageing the people of Ireland to ma- 
nufacture their own wool; by permitting 


them to import all thoſe manufactures 
Into 2his* kingdom only, cannot anſwer 
the main purpoſe of preventing the clan- 

deſtine exportation of wool, and is alſo 


liable to many other objections, in my 
apprehenſion, inſuperable; for, 
1. Such a limitation will diminiſhthe 
number of buyers, and probably termi- 
nate in the hands of a few, who, be- 
coming a monopoly, will not purchaſe 
the Jriſb manufactures but at an under 
price: and if this ſhould be the caſe, 
What encouragement will be given to 
the Iriſb manufacturers of wool ? 
2. The i importation of the 1ri/h wool- 
len manufactures into this kingdom, will 
indeed increaſe the prime coſt of them, 


juſt ſo much as the freight, carriage, 


commiſſion, warehouſe- room, and o- 


ther charges, will, in the courſe of trade, 

amount to: but this will be a very un- 
equal charge, becauſe the greateſt load 
will fall upon the coarſeſt and cheapo! 
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goods, which are always the moſt bulky; 
and the charge upon the fineſt, will 
be inſufficient to raiſe their prime coſt 
to a par with the like ſpecies of Bri- 
ziſþh manufactures, which is a mani- 
feſt diſadvantage to this kingdom. Is 
this juſt, and equally advantageous to 
Britain and Ireland? Beſides, all thoſe 


charges which ariſe from freight, ware- 


houſe- room, commiſſions, &c. will fall 
neceſſarily into private hands, and turn 
only to the immediate profit of a few 
individuals; whereas the duty propoſed 
upon all woollen manufactures exported 
from Jrelamd to foreign markets, being 
applied directly to the uſes of the royal 
navy, will ſave ſo much in the 2 6: 
of every land-holder in Britain. 


Many more objections of great weight 


may be urged againſt the regiſtry of 


wool, and the importation of Triſb wool- 
len manufactures in this kingdom ; but 
the few obſervations, already offered, 
are ſufficient to ſhew, whether either of 
thoſe, or this ſcheme, deſerves the pre- 
{crence, The parliament will, no doubt, 

conſider 
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( 10 ) 
confider maturely whatever is propofed 
upon this ſubject, and eſtabliſh that me- 
thod which is leaſt inconvenient, and 
moſt conducive to the great ends of pre- 


venting the clandeſtine exportation of 


wool, and improving our woollen trade, 


(xr 


A 


PROPOSAL 


FOR 


Obliging all Foreign Nations to 
contribute to the Support of 
the Britiſßh Navy, by a Duty 
upon the Proviſions of Jre- 
land, without the leaſt Diſad- 
vantage to that Kingdom, and 
to the great Advantage of the 
Britiſh Commerce, 


i T is the undoubted right of every na- 
tion in the world, to make ſuch ad- 
yantages of their peculiar productions, 
as are conſiſtent with juſtice and good 
policy. For inſtance, if Britain and 
Treland produce wool, better fitted by 
nature for the common uſe of mankind, 
than other countries, it is reaſonable for 
us to make all che Advantages vii 
ariſe 


(12) 
ariſe from the manufacture of that pro- 
duction. The fame good policy is ap- 
plicable to tin, coals, tuller's-earth, or 
any other produce, which is peculiar to 
theſe countries; but yet that advantage 
has not hitherto been made either of the 
wool, or cattle of Ireland: for at pre- 
ſent, the principal trading nations of 


Europe, victual their navigation, and 


colonies in America, with beef, butter, 
pork, &c. from Ireland per cent, 
cheaper than we can in England. 
In order therefore to _ a right uſe 
of thoſe peculiar productions, with 


which providence has bleſſed theſe king- 


doms; and by that means to put our 


navigation upon a more equal foot with 


foreign nations, it is propoled, That 


ſuch duties ſball be laid upon the beef, 


pork, and other proviſions of Ireland, 
exported to foreign nations only, as ſhall 


raiſe the prime coſt to a par with the 


like ſpecies of proviſions in England; 
and that all the money ariſing from 
thoſe duties, ſhall be applied directly to 


the ſupport of that part of the royal 


navy; 


(13) 
navy, which may at any time be ſta- 
tioned at Ninſale, for the protection of 


the Britiſp and Triſh navigation. 
To this it may be objected, that if 


the 22 ͤ—— of Ireland are raiſed upon 
to as high a price as thoſe of 

England, they will find means of vic- = 
_ g their navigation and colonies 
cheaper, at ſome other places of Europe, 
to the ruin of the land-holders in Tre- 
land. Some part of the king of Den- 
mark's dominions, and of Germany, 
have been thought capable of producing 
cattle near as well as Ireland but this 
muſt be a groundleſs imagination, be- 
cauſe the (exceſſive coldneſs and length | 
of winter, in thoſe regions, render it 
impoſſible to raiſe and fatten cattle there, 
but at an immenſe expence of fodder, 
for more than fix months in every year. 
Now the climate of Ireland (whether 
as an iſland of ſmall extent, ſituated up- 
on the verge of the en ocean, or 
from whatever other natural cauſe, is 
not material, ſince the fact is ſo) being 
3 mild and temperate, the 
. | falt. 
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ariſe from the manufacture of that pro- 
duction. The ſame good policy is ap- 
plicable to tin, coals, fuller's-earth, or 
any other produce, which is peculiar to 
theſe countries ; but yet that advantage 
has not hitherto been made either of the 
wool, or cattle of Ireland: for at pre- 
ſent, the principal trading nations of 
Europe, victual their navigation, and 
colonies in America, with beef, butter, 
pork, &c. from Ireland per cent. 
cheaper than we can in England. 

In order therefore to 1 a right uſe 
of thoſe peculiar productions, with 
which providence has bleſſed theſe king- 
doms; and by that means to put our 
navigation upon a more equal foot with 
foreign nations, it is propoled, That 
ſuch duties fhall be laid upon the beef, 
pork, and other proviſions of Ireland, 
exported to foreign nations only, as ſhall 


raiſe the prime coſt to a par with the 


like ſpecies of proviſions in England ; 
and that all the money ariſing from 
thoſe duties, ſhall be applied directly to 
the ſupport of that part of the royal 
T | ; navy, 


(13) 
navy, which may at any time be ſta- 
tioned at Kinſale, for the protection of 
the Britiſb and Triſh navigation. 

To this it may be objected, that if 
the proviſions of Ireland are raiſed upon 
foreigners, to as high a price as thoſe of 
England, they will find means of vic- 
tualling their navigation and colonies 
cheaper, at ſome other places of Europe, 
to the ruin of the land-holders in Je- 
land. Some part of the king of Den- 
mark's dominions, and of Germany, 
have been thought capable of producing 
cattle near as well as 1re/and : but this 
muſt be a groundleſs imagination, be- 
cauſe the (exceſſive coldneſs and length 
of winter, in thoſe regions, render it 
impoſſible to raiſe and fatten cattle there, 
but at an immenſe expence of fodder, 
for more than ſix months in every year. 
Now the climate of Ireland (whether 
as an iſland of ſmall extent, fituated up- 
on the verge of the weſtern ocean, or 
from whatever other natural cauſe, is 
not material, fince the fact is ſo) being 
exceedingly mild and temperate, the 
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froſts and ſnows are of very ſhort dura- 
tion ; and the ſoil being moiſt and fruit- 
ful, yielding good paſturage in the depth 
of winter, prevents the expence of much 
fodder ; and therefore, while the courſe 
of nature is the ſame, Jreland muſt con- 
tinue (as it has for many generations) to 
ſupply beef, &c. much cheaper than 
any other country of Europe, Why 
then ſhould not Great-Brizain avail it- 
ſelf of this natural advantage, as well as 
of any other? And if foreigners cannot 
ſupply their wants as well in any other 
country, they muſt ſubmit to pay ſuch 
an advanced price, as the duty propoſed 
{hall occaſion, to the great advantage of 
this Kingdom, and not at all to the pre- 
judice of Ireland: for, as the price of 
beef in that kingdom, and every where 
elſe, depends abſolutely upon the plenty 
or ſcarcity at market, in proportion to 
the demand: ſo the duty, propoſed to 
be paid by foreigners, cannot alter the 
caſe in that particular; but on the con- 
trary, if the clandeſtine exportation of 
wool is prevented by the preceding 
ſcheme, 


c 
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ſcheme, the trade of Ireland muſt be 
greatly benefited by receiving bullion 
or coin from the French, for all its pro- 
viſions, inſtead of brandy, claret, ſilks, 
and other foreign productions. The ſe- 
veral benefits accruing to Great- Britain, 
from ſuch a duty upon the proviſions of 
Ireland, are too obvious to need a par- 
ticular enumeration. But it is evident 
to all men, not converſant in the nice- 
ties of commerce, that by advancing the 
price of victuals to the navigation of 
our rivals in trade, we ſhall contend 
with them upon better terms; and by 
the propoſed duty upon the proviſions 
of Ireland, applied to the ſupport of 
the Britiſb fleet, we ſhall oblige the 
French to contribute towards the ſupport 
of that very navy, which is the envy 


and terror of our moſt inveterate ene- 
mies. ö 


e 


